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Community  

Novices Together  

 

Desmond Alban, the Franciscan Novice Guardian writes:  

Novices at Alnmouth and from the Order of the Holy Paraclete at Whitby 

have come together for study and formation  three times over the past 

year.  The process began last October when we took one day of our annual 

CSF/SSF Novice Experience, held for the first time at Alnmouth, to visit St 

Hildaõs Priory.  In January the OHP Sisters invited the three novices then at 

Alnmouth to come to the Priory for a residential Enneagram Workshop.  Iõm 

told they did learn something about the Enneagram, though a major highlight 

appears to have been their work together on building a snow nun**, com-

plete with veil, as the workshop took place in the depths of that harsh win-

ter.  Finally, in balmier weather, Alnmouth Friary hosted Samantha  and He-

lena , with their Novice Guardian Heather Francis  for a ôreturn visitõ for five 

days in May.  Alan Michael  and I led two daysõ study on the liturgy of the 

Mass and the Office and the sisters were also able to visit Holy Island and 

other sites of spiritual and historical interest north of the Tees. 

Desmond Alban SSF, Samantha 

NOHP, Helena NOHP,  Barnabas 

Francis NSSF (standing) 

Vaughan NSSF, Heather Francis OHP 

(seated) 

The snow nun!  
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Just before Passiontide we had claustral week at the Priory.  We had invited a 

group from the Northumbria Community for a week of sharing and learning 

together about each otherõs traditions.  The Northumbria Community is  a dis-

persed community which was founded in the mid 1990õs around Hetton Hall 

n Northumberland.  After the initial apprehension, 

we got on well, talking and sharing about our vi-

sion for monasticism in the 21st cen-

tury.    We shared in each otherõs 

worship traditions and learned a lot 

about our distinctive life styles.  We 

hope that this will be the beginning 

of a long friendship! 

For more about the Northumbria 

Community please visit their web-

site: 

                        www.northumbriacommunity.org  

We have come to seek you 
O Lord 

Just as we are 
We come 

(Anita Haigh NC) 


